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During the month of January we received 

from Clubs Queensland breaking news that 

the Gillard Government announced it's 

plan to tackle problem gambling in      

Australia. This means that the Gillard      

Government will do more to tackle     

p r o b l e m  g a m b l i n g  t h a n  a n y                

Commonwealth Government in Australian 

history. Since then we have received the 

latest development on the Wilkie/Gillard 

movement as follows: 

 

1) Expect the Gillard Government to release a public   

statement on their policy very soon.  

 

2) Reports say Gillard is to support a "suite of reforms".   

We are hoping this suite of reforms is consistent with our   

policies and something our industry can support. Although, 

the Government's position on ATM daily withdrawal limits is 

still unknown. 

 

3) This is not the stop button - this is a much needed 

pause. While things suggest mandatory pre-commitment may 

be off the cards as well as the suggested $1 max bet resorting 

to a trial. This will just help the industry to take a breather and 

get what we need through Parliament and into fair discussion. 

 

 

 

4) The campaign will continue . The campaign will continue 

past these developments and talks are underway to develop      

positive TV commercials with the message that clubs are  

serious about tackling problem gambling while not hurting 

clubs. 

 

Some of these developments sound positive but as soon as 

the information is available we will know what is in store for 

us. I will keep members informed in the newsletter. 

 

Overall January was a great month with some great           

entertainment and the draw for the camping gear.            

Congratulations to Sandra Perussich who will be able to have 

a great time with the camping gear once the rain stops! Keep 

your eyes open for the next promotion where we are giving 

away a "love pack" for Valentines Day followed by a major 

promotion for a car! Just play our machines anytime during 

the promotional period for your chance to win. 

 

We have some great entertainment lined up for February and 

March including Aussie Thunder, Absolutely 80s Show and 

Dean Vegas who is appearing on Tuesday 20th March which 

no doubt he will be campaigning hard for his Mayoral       

position whilst performing on stage! 

 

Let's hope the rain stops soon so all the bowlers can get back 

on the greens and we get some much needed sunshine! 
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Congratulations Sandra!Congratulations Sandra!Congratulations Sandra!    



NEWS FROM AROUND THE GREENS 

Lynsey Armitage  

Bowls Coordinator 

Late last month a new Australian squad was               

announced, with four of our club players making the 

cut. Mark Casey, Nathan Rice, Brett Wilkie and myself 

are all now in the selection mix for the upcoming World 

Championships held in  Adelaide in November. There 

will be a number of national camps and events we will 

need to participate in over the coming year, to try and 

secure a spot in the powerful ten-man team.  

 

In further exciting Australian selection news, our young 

junior star - Rohan Wilson - has been chosen to        

represent Australia in the Under 18 Trans Tasman     

series. This series will be held in Invercargill, NZ in 

March 2012. Rohan is just one of four selected players 

to be given this opportunity. We wish him all the best 

in his first international appearance.   

 

 

Brett Wilkie recently went over to the UK to compete in 

the Professional Bowls Association World Indoor      

Singles. Although he was beaten in the first round on 

the last bowl of a tie break (by eventual winner, Andy 

Thompson), Brett‟s trip allowed him the opportunity to 

meet up with the 4 year old boy (Max) who he had   

donated life saving bone marrow to, back in 2008.  

Brett travelled to Germany to meet Max and his       

parents, Thomas and Ivonne, who I imagine will be   

forever grateful for the gift of life Brett has given their 

son. Brett had an awesome couple of days with the 

family and is looking forward to staying in touch with 

them in the future.  Good on you wizz!! 

 

 

Our premier league and premier 7‟s are now well and 

truly into the 2012 season. We‟ve had some mixed   

results in the 7‟s, however still with 6 rounds to go, a 

strong run home will ensure finals appearances for 

each of our 5 grades.  

 

In the premier league we sit undefeated in both    

premier grade and reserve grade, after three rounds. 

Unfortunately the anticipated round 4 clash with ladder 

leaders, South Tweed, was a washout and is now      

rescheduled for Sunday 26th February. You can follow 

game results, news, weekly ladder etc on the premier 

league website at www.plq.com.au  

 

The ladies club fours championship has been hampered 

with rain. Now down to the semi final stage, we have 

Terry Heath playing Marg Pickering & Esther Rivero 

playing Lynsey Armitage. Hopefully these games can be 

played as soon as mother nature lets up! 

 

Our Ladies club triples nomination is now up in the 

bowls notice room with the first round to be played on 

the 16th February. To avoid disappointment, get your 

entries in early - nominations close on February 7th.  

 

The first two rounds of the men‟s fours club           

championships were also postponed due to the rain 

and will now be played on Sunday 5th February. 

 

Our men‟s open pairs nomination sheet is up in the 

games room with entries closing on 3rd  February. The 

first two rounds of this event will be played on Sunday 

12th February 

 

The men‟s open singles championship nomination form 

will be posted in the games room on 10th   February, 

with first rounds to be playing on the 11th March. Sure 

to be a quality field, get your entry in to mix it with the 

best. 

 

The Gold Coast Tweed Junior district championships 

were held from 16th—19th January. Rohan Wilson won 

the junior pairs title and also finished runner-up in the 

singles event. April Wilson finished 3rd in the pairs, and 

Mikki Bailey-Nelson and Toby Martin both participated 

in the event. Well done young Hawks. 

 

Friday afternoon Jackpot Pairs starts the first Friday in 

February. It should be a great concept, with   women, 

men‟s, or mixed pairs combinations able to compete. 

With the aim of filling our greens on a Friday afternoon, 

this should be a fun way to finish the week. 

 

IN BREAKING NEWS.. Nathan Rice has been named as 

one of two nominees for the Bowls Australia Male  

Player of the Year award (alongside 

Aron Sherriff from NSW). Mark Casey 

has been named as one of two finalists 

for International  Player of the Year! 

Well done boys! 

 

[ŜƊΥ  .ǊŜǧ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ 

aŀȄ ŀƴŘ LǾƻƴƴŜΦ IŀǇǇȅ 

ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ 



60 Scamlbq ugrf©  Alrfmlw d_lrglg 

Over the coming months we will be profiling some of our club®s national stars to discover some  
interesting facts you just may not have known about them!  

NICKNAME: Fanta 
 

FAMILY: Parents - John & Denise, Brother - Scott 
 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU PLAYED BOWLS: On and off, 20 years 
 

MOST MEMORABLE BOWLS MOMENT: Winning A Grade Pairs with dad when I was 14  

WHAT WOULD BE YOUR DREAM JOB: Fighter pilot 
 

SPORTING HERO: Tom Brady/Michael Jordan 
 

FAVOURITE FOOD: Anything seafood 
 

FAVOURITE RESTAURANT: Benihana Teppanyaki 
 

DREAM HOLIDAY DESTINATION: Fiji/Las Vegas 
 

IF YOU WERE STRANDED ON A DESERT ISLAND, WHAT 3 THINGS WOULD YOU LIKE 

TO HAVE WITH YOU?: My mates, unlimited beer, & plenty of single hot women hahaha 
 

WHO WOULD BE YOUR DREAM DATE: Gisele Bundchen  
 

PERSON YOU’D LEAST LIKE TO SIT NEXT TO ON LONG FLIGHT: The big fella out of the 

movie “the green mile”…he is massive..  
 

FASCINATING FACTS: Ex army - tank commander / driver 

My Trip to NZ!!  --   By Rohan Wilson  

 

I was selected to represent Queensland in a development squad to take on the Auckland Development squad on their 

home greens. We played in Auckland, at Mount Eden Bowls club. There were two teams - Under 18 „s and Under 25 „s, 

each with 12 players in a side, both male and female representing  each country. 

  

My trip to NZ started at 4:30am when I had to get up and make my way up to Brisbane International airport, where I 

was to meet the rest of the Queensland Development squad. We had a little delay with our plane. We were supposed to 

leave Brisbane at 8:30am, but when we where going though check-in they announced that our plane would now be  

departing at 1:30pm because they had issues with one of the wings!  

 

When we finally got to Auckland, we were all getting our bags when I noticed my bowls bag was open. When I got my 

bowls bag I noticed that I only had 3 bowls in it!  I was just heading over to tell Billy Cornehls (our state coach) that one 

of my bowls was gone, when the bowl I was missing came rolling out of where the bags had come from!! So lucky it 

came out or else I would have had a little situation on my hands.  

 

When we went for our first roll up on the Tuesday morning we noticed that the ditches hand no sand in them - they 

had PEBBLES! And every time we had a drive they would chip our bowls or smash the pebbles. At Mt Eden they have 

two greens, one was running around 19 to 20 seconds and the other one was about 18 to 19 seconds. They were very 

tricky and its was really windy so that made it even harder. But we, the Queensland Development Under 18‟s, came out 

on top in a best of 7 test series - winning 5 tests out of 7. We didn‟t have it all our own way though, with the Under 25‟s 

going down 5 tests out of the 7.  Mount Eden club made us most welcome. I would like to thank everyone at Club 

Helensvale for supporting  me and allowing me the opportunity to further my bowls.  
  

      

 

 

 CONGRATULATIONS TO ROHAN ON HIS SELECTION FOR THE AUSTRALIAN        

 U18 TEAM. ROHAN WILL BE HEADING BACK TO NEW ZEALAND IN EARLY 

 MARCH TO COMPETE  IN THE U18 TRANS TASMAN. GOOD LUCK!! 
 

* Unusual - ditches filled with rocks, at the Mt Eden club in New Zealand. 

 

BOWLERS TALES... 



NORTH GOLD COAST RSL SUB-BRANCH 
                                  (Now meeting in Club Helensvale) 

      All correspondence to: 
 

      The Secretary, PO Box 641 Oxenford Qld 4210 
      07 55028054  Email  keegantm@bigpond.net.au  
 
We are in the process of assisting the Coomera State School obtain DVA 
funding for the development and construction of an appropriate memorial 
plaque at the school grounds to remember all the past students who 
served the Nation and paid the supreme sacrifice. We are hopeful the 
project will be completed by ANZAC Day 2012. 
 
Development has commenced at the Gold Coast City Council site at the 
corner of Abraham and Reserve Roads so we will be looking for an     
alternative ANZAC Day mid morning site in the same area as the site will 
be closed until the end of 2012. 
  
Sub Branch activities: Please note your diaries with the following details: 
 
Upcoming events: 
Saturday 31 March - General Meeting (0930h): 
Saturday 26 May - AGM and General Meeting (0930h): 
 
2012 Committee Meeting Dates (0930) 
25 February 30 June 
  
Bill Ward has advised that a group of Service personnel have been    
meeting for some years now at various locations around the Hope Island 
area and now have shifted the Meet and Greet location to the Helensvale 
Bowls Club (RSL North Gold Coast Sub Branch) commencing May 2011. 
Everybody is welcome Service personnel (Returned or otherwise) and 
your friends. The meets are held monthly on every second pension day 
from approx 5:00pm.  
 
2012 Nasho Conference: Gold Coast 7—10 Sep 2012 
  
The A2-1022. 
Nicknamed Huey, came to the aid and provided much needed ammunition 
for 108 Australians and New Zealanders of 6 RAR, who were caught in 
battle against 2500 Viet Cong. Although outnumbered, the Australians 
soldiers established a significant part of Australian military history        
defeating the Vietnamese. Bli Bli resident and former 6RAR serviceman, 
Laurie Drinkwater, was on the ground when the A2-1022 dropped the 
ammunition. “We didn’t know if anyone was coming,’’ he said. “They knew 
if we didn’t get ammunition there would have been none of us left.” Now, 
45 years on, Mr Drinkwater said he owes his life to the helicopter. “If it   
wasn’t for the chopper I would have been dead at 27,’’ he said. Mountain 
Creek’s Bob Buick, who was a 25-year-old Platoon Sergeant on the night 
of the battle, said he and his men had been in a life threatening situation. 
However Mr Buick’s courage and determination did not falter. “We were 
trained to get the job done. The artillery saved us.” 
 
Good news—on March 16, 2012 a dedication ceremony to open the A2-
1022 memorial will take place at the Caloundra RSL, all are welcome. 
Check the club web site for more details. 
 
Recognition 
The Sub Branch would like to recognise the generous and on-going sup-
port for its fundraising activities by Club Helensvale members and the 
Super Butcher Oxenford. Members are encouraged to patronise both the-
se businesses where possible. 
 
Service News Papers on line: 
RAN: 
http://digital.realviewtechnologies.com/default.aspx?xml=defencenews_navy.xml 
Army: 
http://digital.realviewtechnologies.com/default.aspx?xml=defencenews_army.xml 
RAAF: 
http://digital.realviewtechnologies.com/default.aspx?xml=defencenews_airforce.xml 
New Zealand Defence Force: 
http://www.nzdf.mil.nz/ 

PHONE: 5573 0488  

 

Thursday mornings from 9.00am or by appointment  
 

 Bob Hill         5573 2776     Brenda Walker  5573 7273  
 

 Ron Wallace 5556 0046     Cameron Wilson  0425880268  
 Mark Casey   0418797476           Jim Merrick  0429371695  
 Nathan Rice  0415750512  Lynsey Armitage 0401643958  
 

  

 

 

 


